Annex Six
CIVICUS Civic Space, Country Designation: Definitions

The definitions of each category is the following:

Open: The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all people.
Levels of fear are low as citizens are free to form associations, demonstrate in public
places and receive and impart information without restrictions in law or practice.

Narrowed: While the state allows individuals and civil society organisations to exercise
their rights to freedom of association, peaceful assembly and expression, violations of
these rights also take place.

Obstructed: Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a combination
of legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights. Although
civil society organisations exist, state authorities undermine them.

Repressed: Civic space is significantly constrained. Active individuals and civil society
members who criticise power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation,
imprisonment, injury and death.

Closed: There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An atmosphere
of fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are routinely
allowed to imprison, seriously injure and kill people with impunity for attempting to
exercise their rights to associate, peacefully assemble and express themselves.
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